CHAPTER XIV
THE WASA KINGS
THE successor chosen to Stephen Batory was Sigismund
Wasa, heir to the throne of Sweden. He was also nephew
to Sigismund IL, and so of Jagiello descent. From the
very day of Stephen's death, the election promised to be
an exciting one, because of the rivalry between the Chan-
cellor ZamoysH and the powerful family of the Zborow-
ski. In the preceding reign justice had been done to two
members of this family, owing to the courage of Zamoy-
ski and the firmness of Stephen. The Zborowski family
seized the opportunity now afforded by the king's death
to assert themselves, and so far dominated the Convo-
cation Diet of March 1587 that they succeeded in getting
all the members of Batory s family banished from Poland
until after the election.
The election Diet was fixed for 29th June, and the
Senate, to prevent possible disturbances, had limited the
number of followers for any one noble to fifty, and had
also forbidden the arming of these attendants. This
restriction was completely ignored, and every powerful
man brought as many retainers as he could muster to the
Diet. The worst offender was Zamoyski himself, who
came attended by 6,000 men under arms, and even with
artillery and all the other adjuncts of an army.
There were two camps at the Diet, one known as the
Chancellor's and the other as the General's. The latter
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